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practices and their profits were such as to require the
greatest " loyalty among thieves.55 The thing was so profit-
able and so easy. But at last two or three of their employees
decided to leave the firm and start a rival agency of their
own, which began to flourish as " Simmonds" Detective
Agency.33 From this moment the clouds began to gather
round Slater's. An employee named Cartwright was dis-
missed, was engaged by Simmonds, and took away with him
the contents of his desk at Slater's. Among these contents
were some papers relative to the Pollard divorce. These
Cartwright took to the King's Proctor in January 1903.
They were so conclusive and so incriminating that the King's
Proctor forthwith determined to intervene. For years the
authorities had had their eyes on Slater's, and here at last
was their opportunity. The grounds of his intervention was
stated to be that " it was arranged by persons acting on
behalf of the petitioner that the respondent should be
induced to commit adultery in order that the petitioner
might obtain a divorce from the respondent," and that " a
false case was presented to the Court on behalf of the
petitioner/' and that " the respondent did not commit
adultery as alleged in the petition."
A powerful team of advocates was briefed for the King's
Proctor, including Carson, the leader, and Charles Mathews,
the future Public Prosecutor. They were faced by Sir Edward
Clarke, Mr. Bargrave Deane, K.C., Mr. Barnard, and Mr.
Valetta for Mrs. Pollard.
The President's Court had not been so crowded since the
famous Hartopp divorce case, and the presence of the
Solicitor-General showed the case to be of the first import-
ance. There was hardly a square inch of vacant space in the
Court. The case opened on St. Patrick's Day, and Sir
Edward Carson was wearing a bunch of shamrock in his
buttonhole, but, apart from, this concession to the lighter
side of things, he looked very grim indeed.
His opening was a very sensational one, and lasted a
whole day. It appeared that a gentleman named Mr. Hugh
Charles Knowles called at Slater's agency in September
1901 : he had always heard that Slater's could work wonders.